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The Cougar e-BLAST
M ARCH 2007

V OLUME 9, I SSUE 7

A M ESSAGE FROM P RINCIPAL E NGLE
U PCOMING EVENTS

CT Families,
We are well on our way into the 3rd quarter and lots of exciting things are happening here
at CT. Two to highlight include having voted on our last month of 4 books for Cougar
Reading Madness. We will be entering the lightning elimination rounds over the next several weeks. We are also wrapping up our winter Fastbridge testing and are looking forward
to diving into the data to see how well CT students are doing. We will use this data to help
us plan how to finish the school year strong academically.
For parents specifically, we would like to gain your feedback by having you complete the
5essentials survey, as we do every year. This year most importantly we want honest feedback from our families on how we are doing with all that this pandemic has brought us.
Please refer to the 5essentials survey letter within this newsletter.

•

February 5th
Valentine’s Boxes and Cards
need to be at school for
exchange

•

February 12th
Valentine’s cards and boxes
sent home with students

•

February 15h
NO SCHOOL
President’s Day

•

February 16th
Board of Education Mtg @
6pm District Office Board
Room or join virtually on the
301 BOE YouTube channel

•

February 18th
100th Day of School
See flyer included for more
details

•

February 26th
NO SCHOOL
Teacher Institute Day
Kindergarten Registration More information to come
later

As always it is a great day to be a COUGAR!

Calling All
Incoming Kindergarteners!
District 301 Kindergarten Registration
for the 2021-2022 school year will be held on

Friday, February 26th
More information to come later.

If you have a kindergartener that will be attending
Country Trails next year, please call
Teri Schramer at 847-717-8000.
F E BRU ARY C HARACTER
T RAIT

H ELPFUL L INKS
CT Webpage

District Calendar 2020-2021

EC Calendar 2020-2021

Staff Directory

Elementary Handbook

D301 Digital Bulletin Board

Skyward Parent Access

H ONESTY
Parents please take this month to
practice the above trait with your child
as your child’s teacher will be doing in
the classroom and around the school.

C OUNTRY T RAILS E LEMENTARY S CHOOL

Phone: (847)717-8000
Email: graydon.engle@central301.net

V ALENTINE ’ S D AY I NFORMATION
The Valentine’s Day celebration will be a simple celebration of a card exchange.
Valentines with candy will not be allowed. Students CAN bring valentine boxes and cards
to exchange BUT . . .
•
•
•
•
•

Boxes cannot be bigger than 2 feet.
Boxes must be school appropriate.
Boxes must be here at school, completed, by Feb 5th so they can sit.
Cards must be here at school, completed, by Feb 5th so they can sit.
NO food or candy.

On February 5th, students will distribute their cards to each other’s boxes. Then, the cards and boxes need to sit at school for a
week to sanitize.
On February 12th, students will take their boxes home and can open them.

M ARK Y OUR C ALENDARS
2020

February 15th - No School, President’s Day
February 26th - No School, Teacher Institute Day
Kindergarten Registration

100 TH D AY OF S CHOOL - F EBRUARY 18 TH
Country Trails will be celebrating the 100th day of school with a school-wide pajama day on Thursday, February
18th. We are also going to celebrate as a school by choosing KINDNESS. To show our kindness we are asking
that students bring in items to donate to PADS in Elgin. PADS is a homeless shelter that helps men, women, and
children in need of help. We are looking for each grade level to collect 100 items! See the flyer included in this newsletter for
more information.

S NOW D AYS AND E MERGENCY C LOSURES
Should we experience inclement weather this winter, the District may need to make a decision to close school for the safety of
our students and staff. In the event of a “snow day”, schools will be closed with no in-person or remote instruction occurring.
The missed day will be made up at the end of the school year as part of the five emergency days that were built into the calendar.
The district has an approved remote learning plan in response to COVID-19 that allows us to teach students remotely, but elearning days due to an emergency closure are addressed by a separate state statute. District 301 does not currently have an approved e-learning plan for emergency closures.
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E MERGENCY S CHOOL C LOSURES
We want to remind families of District 301’s policies and procedures regarding emergency closings. It is the district’s policy
to operate school whenever possible, but there may be occasions when we need to close. Only school closures will be announced. If no announcement is made, you should assume that school is in session. We will use multiple avenues to relay
weather-related closing information to our families and staff. When the decision to close is made, the announcement will be
made via an automated phone call, e-blast, district website post, and social media post. The announcements happen very
quickly and it is possible that a Facebook post could reach you before your automated phone call. Below is a list of ways you
can learn of school closings:



An automated phone message to families and staff



An email message to families and staff



The District 301 website: central301.net



A District 301 mobile app alert



The District 301 Facebook page: www.facebook.com/centralschooldistrict301



Local television stations and radio stations



The Emergency Closing Center website: www.emergencyclosings.com

Central schools provide students with a safe and effective learning environment. When severe weather occurs, Dr. Stirn
consults with numerous people, including area school officials and the district’s directors of transportation and facilities, to
help make the decision to remain open or closed. A decision will be made based on all these factors and what we feel is best
for our students.

C ELL P HONES
School zones are no cell phone zones. This is a state law. Please refrain from using phones while on school
property.
Thank you for your cooperation.

D ISTRICT 301 D IGITAL B ULLETIN B OARD
In an effort to make communication more efficient, effective and better for our families, our District has created a Digital
Bulletin Board page where all approved flyers will be posted. This page is found under the “Communications” button on
all of the district pages. You may also click on the DIGITAL BULLETIN BOARD button below.
Approved flyers from community organizations will be posted on this digital bulletin board and no longer included in our
e-BLASTs. All flyers must receive Superintendent approval in order to be posted on our bulletin board. Posting requests
should be submitted to pam.israelson@central301.net.
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Dear Parent/Guardian,
Beginning February 3, students and teachers across Illinois will have an opportunity to participate in the ninth
annual statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. This survey is designed to generate a detailed picture of the inner
workings of your child’s school. As a parent, this opportunity will allow you to share your thoughts on the
important elements of school effectiveness in a survey about your child’s school.
On behalf of the Illinois State Board of Education, the Illinois 5Essentials Survey will be administered online by
UChicago Impact at the University of Chicago. The survey gathers data related to five indicators that can
predict important student outcomes, including improved attendance and larger test score gains. These five
indicators that affect and predict school success are:

·
·
·
·
·

Effective

Leaders
Collaborative Teachers
Involved Families
Supportive Environments
Ambitious Instruction

Prior research in more than 400 schools has shown that schools that were strong on at least three of these
“5Essential” indicators were 10 times more likely to improve student learning gains in math and reading than
those that were weak on three or more Essentials.
All teachers and 4thth through 12th grade students will be responding to this survey. 5Essentials Reports will be
generated for schools if their teachers and/or students meet the response rate threshold of 50 percent. These
reports will be sent to schools and districts in May 2021 and will also be included in the State School Report
Card.
Additionally, your district has chosen to provide the optional Parent Supplement survey. If at least 20 percent of
Country Trails’ parents complete this survey, a parent supplement report will also be generated. The parent
data will not be reported on the State Report Card.
Your participation in the parent portion of the survey will help us understand the conditions at your child’s
school and guide improvement. Your identity and survey responses will be kept completely confidential and will
never be connected to you or your child.
The Illinois 5Essentials Survey for students and teachers will be conducted February 3, 2021 through April 2,
2021. The Parent Survey Supplement will be conducted during that same timeframe. To take the survey
please visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/ and select the appropriate survey to begin.
For more information about the Illinois 5Essentials Survey, or to view previous years’ Reports, please visit
https://www.5-essentials.org/illinois. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 5Essentials Client
Services at 1-866-440-1874 or impact-surveys@uchicago.edu.
Sincerely,
Graydon Engle, Country Trails Principal

Dear CT Families,
We are almost to the 100th Day o
 f school, which is on
February 18th!!! We are going to celebrate as a school by
choosing KINDNESS. To show our kindness, we are asking
that students bring in items to donate to PADS i n Elgin. This
is a homeless shelter that helps men, women, and children
in need of help. We are looking for each grade level to collect
100 items! If you are able and willing to help please send in
your items from February 16-19th with your children. Remote
students can drop off items on February 17 (remote pick up
day) in the lobby under the table in boxes marked PADS of
Elgin. Below is a list of items that PADS is currently in need
of.
Thank you for choosing Kindness!
The CT Staff

PADS OF ELGIN
NEEDS LIST

*Sanitizer Refills
*Disinfecting Wipes
*Paper Plates

*Paper Bowls

*Plastic Forks and Spoons

2020-21 Country Trails Yearbooks
are on sale NOW!

$18
ORDER ONLINE AT
www.jostens.com
Don’t wait. Sale ends
Wednesday, March 31, 2021 !

